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present me. There is a pathos and delicacy in
his serious poems, a vein of wit and humour
in those of a more festive turn, which cannot
be too much admired, nor too warmly approv-
ed; and i think I shall never open the book
without feeling my astonishment renewed and
increased. It was *ny wish to have expressed
my approbation in verse; but whether from de-
clining life, or a temporary depression of spirits.,
it is at present out of my power to accomplish
that agreeable intention.

Mr. Stewart, Professor of Morals in this
University, had formerly read me three of the
poems, and I had desired him to get my name
inserted among the subscribers: but whether
this was done, or not, I never could learn. 1
have little intercourse with Dr. Blair3 but will
take care to have the poems communicated to
him by the intervention of some mutual friend*
It has been told me by a gentleman, to whom
I shewed the performances, and who sought a
copy with diligence and ardour, that the whole
impression is already exhausted. It were, there-
fore, much to be wished, for the sake of the
young man, that a second edition, more nu-
merous than the former, could immediately be
printed ; as it appears certain that its intrinsic
merit, and the exertion of the author's friends,,

might